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Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 


A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED every two weeks by the Megiddo 
Mission Church, 481 Thurston Road, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or rue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH , 
TRINITY 
Complete set : $2.25 
Single copies -20 
History 40 


MEGIDDO HYMN BOOK 


A COLLECTION of original, “arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies .10 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held cach Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











The Children’s Books Division of the 
Megiddo Mission is helping many par- 
ents instruct their children correctly. In- 
formation concerning books and special 
lessons may be had on request. 


New READERS Of THE MeEcmwpo MEssAGE 
will be interested to know that com- 
plete years of this publication are avail- 
able as far back as 1936. The price per 
single year is only $1.00. 


One year Mecwpo Messace bound in 
black fabrikoid  ............................. $3.00 


Two years Mecwwpo Messace bound in 
one volume, black fabrikoid $4.50 


Letters 





The Bible Made Understandable 
Dear Friend: 

I surely love THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE. It 
is so simple to understand—like a Sunday 
School lesson for children. I always give 
copies to those who say the Bible is a 
mystery. ; 

Waverly, Nova Scotia 


Mrs. W. H. B. 


Letters a Source of Strength 
My very dear Sisters, Greetings: 

Your letters are something like when 
Jonathan went to David in the wood to 
strengthen him. 

“There is a destiny that makes us brothers, 

None goes his way alone; 

All that we send into the lives of others 

Comes back into our own.” 

Unless we cling to this Truth all else 
will soon end in nothingness for us; our 
very lives will come to a dead end street. 

I am feasting on the MESSAGE. 

Lewisburg, Pa. E. B. 


Thankful for The Known Bible 


Dear Friends: 

I really like to read the paper as it is so 
very instructive. 

I am still so thankful for the two Vol- 
umes of The Known Bible and Its Defense 
which you sent me. Any time I want to 
know the truth of anything in the Scrip- 
tures, I go to those books to find it ex- 
plained. 

May the good Lord bless every one of 
you in all your undertakings. 

Sealy, Tex. 


The Vital Question 


Dear Brother: 

I read your letter with great joy. It con- 
tains much admonition and spiritual food 
for the hungry soul. I agree with every 
word of it. It is easy to say, I agree; but 
how much do I do? For we read, “Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves.” 

O may God bless all at the Mission 
for your kind and noble work to us who 
are scattered abroad. 

Port Credit, Ont. 


W. C. P. 


N. A. E. 


Attention, Boys! 
Dear Megiddo Friends: 

I know 10 Bible verses: I am trying to 
live them out. Instead of going to the show, 
I go fishing with my father. I like to fish. 
I went fishing yesterday and caught some 
fish. 

I would like to see you all. I must close 
now, hoping you are all well. 

Orofino, Idaho R. B. 


Thankful for Ad 


Dear Sister: 

I’ve been thankful to our Heavenly Fa- 
ther so many times for allowing us to see 
the very small printed advertisement on 
Elijah and the Second Coming of Christ. 

Eugene, Oreg. M. S. 
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YU A 
SERIES: 
Types and Shadows in the Mosaic Law 


‘Remember 


THE SABBATH DAY 


to keep it holy. 


Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God” (Ex. 20; 8—10). 


served to govern Israel as a nation for over 1,500 

years, from the time of the Exodus until Christ. 
By that time it had become old and “ready to vanish 
away” (II Cor. 3:11; Heb. 7: 18, 19; 8:18), and ceased 
in its entirety. 

It was a grand Law, Divinely appropriated for the 
needs of that people and that era. Its every aspect re- 
flects the far-reaching wisdom of the Almighty. The fre- 
quent feasts and gatherings stipulated in the Law, and 
the keeping of which was a solemn duty, were designed 
to provide for the spiritual refreshing of the people. And 
the prescribed rules for their observance, any deviation 
from which was punishable by law, were in themselves 
types and shadows of the vast and splendid plan of crea- 
tion, as later unfolded by the Prophets, Jesus, and the 
Apostles. 


T's Mosaic Law, given through angels on Mt. Sinai, 


Sabbath Law Given to Israel 


Where in the Scriptures is the first mention of God 
ever commanding anyone to rest on the seventh day? 

We find the first expression of any such command in 
Ex. 16: 29, 30. This was over two thousand years after 
Adam. It was after the Lord had brought the Children of 
Israel out of Egypt. We read: 


“See, for that the Lord hath given you [Jsrael] the Sab- 
bath, ... let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. 
So the people rested on the seventh day.” 


This command was expressly given to Israel. It was 
a part of the Law which they received in the day that 
the Lord “took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt.” Moses states, “The Lord made not 
this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who 
are all of us here alive this day.” (See Jer. 31: 32; Deut. 
5: 1—38, 15; Ex. 31:13). 

We find invariably that whenever the command is 
stated in the Scriptures, ‘““Remember the sabbath day 
to keep it holy,” it is addressed to the Children of Israel 
and no one else. ; 

With the passing of years, the Sabbath became to the 
Jews the most distinctive and the most passionately rev- 
erenced of all the ordinances which separated them from 
the Gentiles. Their devotion to it was only deepened by 
the universal ridicule and inconvenience which it entailed 
upon them in the heathen world. At the same time, its 
observance was reduced to a barren custom, fenced in 
with the most frivolous and senseless, the most pain- 
fully precise, yet insignificant, restrictions. In fact, by 
the time of Christ, well-nigh every great provision of 


the Mosaic law had been degraded into a mere super- 


fluity of meaningless minutiz, such as is the delight of 
small natures. 


Jesus’ Attitude Toward the Sabbath 


Jesus preached at Jerusalem and throughout all Judea 
for three years. Never once in all His three years’ preach- 
ing did He warn anyone, “Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.” Were Jesus and all of His Apostles 
hypocrites? No! 

Along the open roads, in the synagogues, and in the 
temple precincts of Jerusalem, the Pharisees dogged the 
footsteps of the Master, seeking some grounds upon 
which they might bring an accusation against Him. 

They observed Jesus performing acts of healing. He 
enjoined an impotent man by the pool of Bethesda, “Take 
up thy bed, and walk,” and that on the sabbath day! Here 
was a flagrant case of violation of their law which read 
that they were to bear no burdens on the sabbath. Forth- 
with they sought to slay Him. 

In Jesus’ lofty and eloquent defense, which is recorded 
in John 5, He lifted Himself far beyond the reach of 
their petty accusations, stating that His whole activity 
was divinely authorized. It was the execution of divine 
commission. He identified Himself as, the Son of God 
Almighty and employed three witnesses to support His 
claim: The first, John the Baptist who had prophesied 
of His life and mission. The second, His own character 
and works, which eclipsed all who had preceded Him. 
These bore unassailable evidence that He was of God. 
The third, the existing Scriptures in which God Him- 
self had foretold Christ’s advent. But in fiery indigna- 
tion, He said, “Ye have not his word abiding in you.” At 
this point the accused became the accuser. Christ who 
was condemned by the Sanhedrin for violating the Sab- 
bath law wielded the words of the esteemed Moses to 
the silencing of His adversaries: 


“Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there 
is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For 
had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 
wrote of me” (John 5:45, 46). 


Yes, Moses, in whose lightest word they professed to 
trust—over the most trivial precept of whose law they 
had piled their mountain loads of tradition and com- 
mentary—even him they were disbelieving and disobey- 
ing; for Moses wrote of Him. Moses said, 


“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye shall hearken.” 
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@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
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times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
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MEGIDDO HYMN BOOK 


A COLLECTION of original, “arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies .10 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held cach Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











The Children’s Books Division of the 
Megiddo Mission is helping many par- 
ents instruct their children correctly. In- 
formation concerning books and special 
lessons may be had on request. 


New reapers of THe Meciwwpo MEssace 
will be interested to know that com- 
plete years of this publication are avail- 
able as far back as 1936. The price per 
single year is only $1.00. 


One year Mecwpo Messace bound in 
black fabrikoid ............................ $3.00 


Two years Mrecwwpo Messace bound in 
one volume, black fabrikoid $4.50 


Letters 





The Bible Made Understandable 


Dear Friend: 

I surely love THE Mecippo MEssacE. It 
is so simple to understand—like a Sunday 
School lesson for children. I always give 
copies to those who say the Bible is a 
mystery. 

Waverly, Nova Scotia Mrs. W. H. B. 


Letters a Source of Strength 
My very dear Sisters, Greetings: 

Your letters are something like when 
Jonathan went to David in the wood to 
strengthen him. 

“There is a destiny that makes us brothers, 

None goes his way alone; 

All that we send into the lives of others 

Comes back into our own.” 

Unless we cling to this Truth all else 
will soon end in nothingness for us; our 
very lives will come to a dead end street. 

I am feasting on the MESSAGE. 

Lewisburg, Pa. 


Thankful for The Known Bible 


Dear Friends: 

I really like to read the paper as it is so 
very instructive. 

I am still so thankful for the two Vol- 
umes of The Known Bible and Its Defense 
which you sent me. Any time I want to 
know the truth of anything in the Scrip- 
tures, I go to those books to find it ex- 
plained. 

May the good Lord bless every one of 
you in all your undertakings. 

Sealy, Tex. 


The Vital Question 
Dear Brother: 

I read your letter with great joy. It con- 
tains much admonition and spiritual food 
for the hungry soul. I agree with every 
word of it. It is easy to say, I agree; but 
how much do I do? For we read, “Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves.” 

O may God bless all at the Mission 
for your kind and noble work to us who 
are scattered abroad. 

Port Credit, Ont. 


W. C. P. 


N. A. E. 


Attention, Boys! 
Dear Megiddo Friends: 

I know 10 Bible verses: I am trying to 
live them out. Instead of going to the show, 
I go fishing with my father. I like to fish. 
I went fishing yesterday and caught some 
fish. 

I would like to see you all. I must close 
now, hoping you are all well. 

Orofino, Idaho R. B. 


Thankful for Ad 


Dear Sister: 

I’ve been thankful to our Heavenly Fa- 
ther so many times for allowing us to see 
the very small printed advertisement on 
Elijah and the Second Coming of Christ. 

Eugene, Oreg. M. S. 
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YW A 
SERIES: 
Types and Shadows in the Mosaic Law 


“Remember 


THE SABBATH DAY 


to keep it holy. 


Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God” (Ex. 20: 8—10). 


served to govern Israel as a nation for over 1,500 

years, from the time of the Exodus until Christ. 
By that time it had become old and “ready to vanish 
away” (II Cor. 3:11; Heb. 7: 18, 19; 8:18), and ceased 
in its entirety. 

It was a grand Law, Divinely appropriated for the 
needs of that people and that era. Its every aspect re- 
flects the far-reaching wisdom of the Almighty. The fre- 
quent feasts and gatherings stipulated in the Law, and 
the keeping of which was a solemn duty, were designed 
to provide for the spiritual refreshing of the people. And 
the prescribed rules for their observance, any deviation 
from which was punishable by law, were in themselves 
types and shadows of the vast and splendid plan of crea- 
tion, as later unfolded by the Prophets, Jesus, and the 
Apostles. 


"T's Mosaic Law, given through angels on Mt. Sinai, 


Sabbath Law Given to Israel 


Where in the Scriptures is the first mention of God 
ever commanding anyone to rest on the seventh day? 

We find the first expression of any such command in 
Ex. 16: 29, 30. This was over two thousand years after 
Adam. It was after the Lord had brought the Children of 
Israel out of Egypt. We read: 


“See, for that the Lord hath given you [/srael] the Sab- 
bath, ... let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. 
So the people rested on the seventh day.” 


This command was expressly given to Israel. It was 
a part of the Law which they received in the day that 
the Lord “took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt.”’ Moses states, “The Lord made not 
this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who 
are all of us here alive this day.” (See Jer. 31: 32; Deut. 
5: 1—8, 15; Ex. 31:13). 

We find invariably that whenever the command is 
stated in the Scriptures, “Remember the sabbath day 
to keep it holy,” it is addressed to the Children of Israel 
and no one else. ; 

With the passing of years, the Sabbath became to the 
Jews the most distinctive and the most passionately rev- 
erenced of all the ordinances which separated them from 
the Gentiles. Their devotion to it was only deepened by 
the universal ridicule and inconvenience which it entailed 
upon them in the heathen world. At the same time, its 
observance was reduced to a barren custom, fenced in 
with the most frivolous and senseless, the most pain- 
fully precise, yet insignificant, restrictions. In fact, by 
the time of Christ, well-nigh every great provision of 


the Mosaic law had been degraded into a mere super- 
fluity of meaningless minutiz, such as is the delight of 
small natures. 


Jesus’ Attitude Toward the Sabbath 


Jesus preached at Jerusalem and throughout all Judea 
for three years. Never once in all His three years’ preach- 
ing did He warn anyone, “Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.” Were Jesus and all of His Apostles 
hypocrites? No! 

Along the open roads, in the synagogues, and in the 
temple precincts of Jerusalem, the Pharisees dogged the 
footsteps of the Master, seeking some grounds upon 
which they might bring an accusation against Him. 

They observed Jesus performing acts of healing. He 
enjoined an impotent man by the pool of Bethesda, “Take 
up thy bed, and walk,” and that on the sabbath day! Here 
was a flagrant case of violation of their law which read 
that they were to bear no burdens on the sabbath. Forth- 
with they sought to slay Him. 

In Jesus’ lofty and eloquent defense, which is recorded 
in John 5, He lifted Himself far beyond the reach of 
their petty accusations, stating that His whole activity 
was divinely authorized. It was the execution of divine 
commission. He identified Himself as. the Son of God 
Almighty and employed three witnesses to support His 
claim: The first, John the Baptist who had prophesied 
of His life and mission. The second, His own character 
and works, which eclipsed all who had preceded Him. 
These bore unassailable evidence that He was of God. 
The third, the existing Scriptures in which God Him- 
self had foretold Christ’s advent. But in fiery indigna- 
tion, He said, “Ye have not his word abiding in you.” At 
this point the accused became the accuser. Christ who 
was condemned by the Sanhedrin for violating the Sab- 
bath law wielded the words of the esteemed Moses to 
the silencing of His adversaries: 


“Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there 
is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For 
had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 
wrote of me” (John 5:45, 46). 


Yes, Moses, in whose lightest word they professed to 
trust—over the most trivial precept of whose law they 
had piled their mountain loads of tradition and com- 
mentary—even him they were disbelieving and disobey- 
ing; for Moses wrote of Him. Moses said, 

“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 


the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye shall hearken.” 
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Moreover, Moses told them that when this Prophet 
should be raised up unto them, the Law given in Mt. Sinai 
should terminate, even as they had wished that it might 
at its onset: 


“According to all that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God 
in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not 
hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me 
see this great fire any more, that I die not. And the Lord 
said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have 
spoken.” 


Then Moses repeats again, 


“T will raise them up a Prophet, from among their breth- 
ren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and 
he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken 
unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will re- 
quire it of him” (Deut. 18: 15—19). 


Moses said plainly that when this mighty Prophet 
should arise, they must hearken to Him. Therefore in re- 
jecting Christ, in condemning His attitude toward the 
sabbath, they were rejecting Moses whom they professed 
to revere. Moses directed succeeding generations to 
hearken to Christ in all things, and Moses himself made 
provision for the future annulling of his own law. 

Its limitations are further established by Paul. 


“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). 

“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed [Christ] should come to whom 
the promise was made” (Gal. 3:19). 


The Law “was added... till ...” This limits the dura- 
tion of the Law; and it cannot possibly pass beyond the 
limit. 

Many other incidents show that Jesus did not rec- 
ognize the sabbath law. There is the case when His dis- 
ciples plucked and ate handfuls of wheat as they traveled 
through the fields on the sabbath day. As the Jews 
pointed out to Him these offenses against the sanctity of 
this sacred day, what was Jesus’ reply? 

He called their attention to how David and his fol- 
lowers, being in a state of great hunger, had at one time 
eaten the showbread from the temple (I Sam. 21: 3—6) ; 
then He indicated the fact that the priests, in carrying 
out the duties of the temple, offering double sacrifices, 
and performing circumcision, were exempt from the re- 
strictions against labor on that day. Here were two cases 
where something else came ahead of keeping the Law of 
Moses. What was He leading up to? 


“But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than 
the temple. ... For the Son of man is Lord even of the sab- 
bath day” (Matt. 12: 6—8). 


By the strongest implication, the Son of man and the 
law which should proceed from His lips came ahead of 
the Law of Moses. 


First Day Sabbatarians or Seventh Day Sabbatarians— 
Which are Right? 


Neither! One faction is as wrong as the other; first, 
from the standpoint that the Mosaic Law is no longer 
in force today, and, secondly, while the Mosaic Law 
stipulates the seventh day as the Sabbath, both First 


Day Sabbatarians and Seventh Day Sabbatarians are 
governed by Roman time and not Bible time. Consequent- 
ly, neither keeps as their sabbath the day originally des- 
ignated by the Lord. 

The method of calculating the sabbath is as follows: 

First the beginning of the Bible year must be deter- 
mined. 

The Lord specified Abib as the first month (Ex. 12: 
2: 13:4). Abib begins with the first new moon after the 
spring equinox, according to the definition from the 
Hebrew Lexicon. 

The Jewish Passover was always the 14th day of Abib 
(Numbers 9: 1—3). 

The Passover was also the second sabbath. Jesus was 
crucified on the preparation day of the Passover, or 
Abib 13. The next day was not only the Passover but the 
sabbath, because the Jews were anxious that the bodies 
be removed from the crosses before the sabbath. (See 
John 19: 14, 31). 

Therefore the first sabbath of the year falls on Abib 7. 
This year Wednesday is the sabbath. 

Modern Sabbatarians do not keep the Sabbath Law. 
Moreover, they dare not execute its penalty. If the Mosaic 
Law were in force today and carried out, it is doubtful 
if there would be a single Sabbatarian left in the wide 
land. All would be put to death. 

So strict was that Law that it forbade the kindling of 
a fire on the Sabbath. The penalty for breaking that Law 
was death. (See. Ex. 31:14; 35:3.) There is one in- 
stance recorded in Num. 15:32—36 where the death 
penalty was actually executed when a man was found 
gathering sticks on the sabbath. 

They dare not put anyone to death nowadays. The 
law of our land forbids it. So the Sabbatarians fear man 
rather than God. 


Sunday 


Inasmuch as God has lifted the burden of the Sabbath 
Law with its stipulations and its penalties, are we in this 
age left without any day at all in which to lay aside our 
secular business, and assemble to exhort one another? 
Not at all! God has provided a day for His people to 
keep, but He has not appointed that day through Moses, 
but through “the powers that be.” 

Sunday is the day provided by the law of our land in 
which to lay aside all unnecessary work and meet for 
worship. 

Does God require all true Christians to observe this 
day? Yes. 


“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are or- 
dained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, re- 
sisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall re- 
ceive to themselves damnation. . . . Render therefore to all 
their dues” (Rom. 13: 1—7). 


This is plain, straightforward language, without any 
ambiguity whatever, and no one need to be mistaken as 
to the day God has required us to keep. If we live where 
Sunday is the order of the “powers that be,” then Sun- 
day is the day for us to keep. Should we go where Sat- 
urday or Friday or any other day of the week is the day 
Se by the law, we should then have to keep that 

ay. 
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The Sabbath a Type—a “Sign” 


“Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath 
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It 
is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: 
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the 
seventh day he rested, and was refreshed” (Ex. 31: 16, 17). 


The sabbath law was a wise institution for Israel. It 
protected the underlings and the oppressed from a life 
of incessant toil. It was essential to spare the laboring 
class from the over-measure of labor which would have 
been eMacted of them in a nation afflicted with the be- 
setting sin of greed. Furthermore, the setting aside of 
one day in seven for rest was of infinite value to the 
spiritual life of all. 

But the sabbath law held deeper significance than this. 
It was a sign, a covenant, a reminder to Israel of God’s 
grand plan of salvation in which He purposed from the 
beginning, as stated in Genesis, to work for a period 
of six 1,000-year days, and rest during the seventh day. 
It was God’s determination that His people should not 
forget this. Following the long six days of labor and toil, 
there should come a seventh day of rest, the Sabbatic 
Rest of 1,000 years*. In observing the literal sabbath 
Israel would be perpetually reminded of the better, en- 
during rest to come. 

Looking into Genesis, we find that God’s work which 
reaches its culmination in the sixth day is the creation 
of “man” in His image (1: 26). This is a multitudinous 
man created in “righteousness and true holiness,” com- 
posed of Christ and the Church, the 144,000 of Rev. 14: 
1. At the end of the sixth day or 6,000 years, this man is 
to be given dominion over the earth, with power to sub- 
due it. 


“And they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years” 
(Rev. 20: 4; see also 2: 26; 3:11; 5:9, 10). 


The 1,000-year reign of Christ and the saints over the 
mortal nations permits the Almighty to rest on that 
blessed seventh day. The keeping of the sabbath was to 
Israel a sign of this Millennial Rest. 

But with the advent of Christ, the literal sabbath law 
was abolished. What, then, is our sign? Do we have any 
means of remembering the glorious Sabbatic Rest to 
come? Yes! We have a reminder more vivid than ever' 
Israel possessed in the observance of a complete rest on 
one day in seven. 

Not for one moment in our whole lifetime must we 
forget the sign of the sabbath. Unceasingly we must ob- 
serve it by resting from all iniquity, resting from our 
natural desires and inclinations. 


“Blessed is the man that ... keepeth the sabbath from 
polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil... . 
For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my 
sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take 
hold of my covenant; even unto them will I give in mine 
house and within my walls a place and a name better than of 
sons and daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, 
that shall not be cut off” (Isa. 56:2, 4, 5). 


When we keep our hands from doing any evil, when we 
rest from the ways of the flesh, when we restrain our 





* The Revelator specifies the duration of the seventh day to be 
1,000 years (20:4). Therefore, the duration of the six preceding 
days must also be each 1,000 years. Note II Pet. 3: 8, “One day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years.” 


unholy desires, and choose in their stead the things that 
please God, we are observing the sign of the future Sab- 
bath. 

There is self-discipline in resting from sin, It calls for 
a subordination of selfish interests to the interests of the 
Almighty. It is a work which has been required of the 
people of God in all ages, and especially now, as Isaiah 
specifies, when God’s “salvation is near to come” and 
His righteousness to be revealed (56:1). Such work will 
not go unrewarded. Though now it is unlauded, and the 
workers unknown, when dawns that great Sabbatic Rest 
it will merit recognition. Men and women who have kept . 
their hands from evil and have chosen the things that 
please God, shall be given “a place” in the house of the 
Lord and “an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.” 

Under the Mosaic Law the sabbath provided rest for 
man and beast, for the bondman, the bondmaid, and the 
stranger, as a sign of the better rest to come. Under the 
Everlasting Covenant or Law of Faith which exists 
throughout the entire 6,000-year day of salvation, the 
spiritual sabbath provides, to all who observe it, rest 
from all carnality—from strife and wickedness, from sin 
and selfishness, from greed and pettiness. This is the sign 
of the coming seventh day. 

The purpose of that seventh day, of which the Mosaic 
sabbath and the spiritual sabbath are types, is likewise 
rest. For the multitudinous man, the strenuous, unrest- 
ing labor of the six days will end. The struggle against 
the evil propensities within, will climax in victory. Be- 
cause he (the 144,000) observed the sign of the sabbath, 
he shall receive a crown of life and immortality, and find 
rest forever from sickness, pain, and death. 

For the earth there will be rest from oppression, from 
war, from crime. The sign of the sabbath will be every- 
where manifest. The whole world shall rest from evil. 
“They shall sit every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree; and none shall make them afraid” (Mic. 4: 4). 
Because the multitudinous “man” shall put his restrain- 
ing hand on the cockatrice’ den, there shall be peace: 
iniquity cannot openly manifest itself during the 1,000 
years. “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11: 8, 9; 
Rev. 20: 2). 

Such is the coming Sabbath Rest of which the Mosaic 
sabbath was a type: 

1. There shall be rest for God because “man” is com- 
plete and ready to assume dominion. 

2. There shall be rest for “man” because his warfare 
is over (Isa. 40:1, 2). 

3. There shall be rest for the earth with the subduing 
of evil and the dawn of universal peace. 

Truly the Mosaic Law is “a shadow of good things to 
come” (Heb. 10: 1). Yes, the rest is coming, and it will be 
good, supremely good. 


“Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest” (Heb. 4: 11). 





“If there is something you feel that you could not do 
without, then go without it, just to be sure you could. 
To give up even unnecessarily something one might en- 
joy, just to be sure he is keeping the upperhand, is a 
most valuable, and in times like ours, an almost indis- 
pensable, element of self-discipline.” 
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HUMAN NATURE 
LIKE A WORKMAN’S TOOLS 


REQUIRES 


on a clear summer’s day! Up from the meadow 

echoing up to the slopes and ridges, rings out the 
whetstone as it sharpens the dull blade of a scythe. 
Guided by the expert hand, the sharpening stone glides 
over the yielding blade, first on one side, then the other 
—back and forth—again and again. And the result? A 
tool that cuts with razor-blade sharpness, giving satis- 
faction and doing perfect work. 

To many, the whir-r-r-r of the grindstone has a harsh, 
grating sound to their ears; but the experienced laborer 
finds it a merry song as he grinds away at his dull and 
dented tools. He knows corrective measures are neces- 
sary to keep his tools sharp and bright. He would not 
think of going into the forest with a blunt ax or a saw 
out of alignment. Neither would he start for his garden 
with a dull hoe, rusty and caked with earth. Only with 
trusty and dependable tools does he go forth with joy 
and satisfaction to work in his fields. 

The Creator is not less wise than the creature which 
He has created. In establishing His Kingdom, He will 
not use crude and imperfect material. He wants tools of 
righteousness, those who will yield themselves to a dis- 
ciplinary grinding away of their carnal natures. What a 
pleasant song it must be to our Heavenly Father as He 
hears our penitent hearts yielding to the grindstone of 
discipline and to the whetstone of correction! 

Jesus expressed that sentiment when He said that 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repents. There is more joy over the one who 
yields to correction than over ninety and nine individuals 
who think they need no repentance. They are so self- 
righteous and just in their own eyes that they cannot see 
where they need any grinding away on their sinful lives. 

Corrections are grievous to the average Christian. Be- 
cause his heart is not set upon becoming a perfect tool 


W oon: a happy song is the song of the whetstone 








of righteousness, he does not relish the daily grinding 
away on his character. Those daily tests and trials are 
the corrective measures, and they are hard to take. There 
is no easy way to grind and level all crookedness and con- 
trariness. There is no simple and pleasant way of reach- 
ing perfection. The grindstone does not give. It is firm 
as an adamant stone. Human nature must do the yielding. 

How much there is in us that is not yet in harmony 
with God’s law! Nothing dulls the metal so much as the 
self-life—trying to get more than we give, and thinking 
more of self than of others. By indulging in petty ways, 
we become corroded with nonessentials. We get stained 
with our own fleshly thoughts and rusted with our own 
ways. Are there jagged edges on our character that tear 
and rend by bitter words? Are there still dents of sen- 
sitiveness and nicks of selfishness that need to be ground 
smooth? All the rough places and the inequalities need 
correcting and levelling off till all the uneven spots of 
our former life are straightened, and all distorted views 
and ideas are gone. 

If we still have the “twang” of the “old man,” we are 
not yet ground to perfection. Every speck of the old man 
must be worn down. There will not be peace and unity 
in our lives until all that is not genuine is changed by 
corrective measures. 

Unbelievable things are accomplished today because 
mankind has precision instruments at his disposal. In 
the day of crude and imperfect tools, such things were 
unheard of as sounding out the depths of the ocean; seek- 
ing out the minerals lying buried deep in the heart of 
the earth; wafting messages into the air and bringing 
back answers from the ends of the earth. 

Today, what sort of instruments are we unto the Lord? 
Are we still crude and imperfect tools, or are we preci- 
sion instruments, ground down so fine that we can de- 
tect the storms before they enter our lives? Can we feel 
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the faintest tremor of a current of jealousy, hatred, bit- 
terness or impatience? The perfect instrument registers 
the coming of such storms long before they strike, so 
that we can make a quick change in our course. 

A perfect instrument stays perfect in spite of the jolts 
and knocks in life. It does not get “touchy” or “moody” 
with every change of routine. It does not “go to pieces” 
at the least provocation. It is not known to have “tan- 
trums,” or “blue spells,” nor the occasional “flare up.” 
The perfect instrument remains perfect through every 
storm of life. 

Let us yield to discipline. God knows where we need 
the grinding the most. He knows how much pressure to 
give, when to bear down, and when to let up. If we take 
the generous trickle of the water of life, it will ease much 
of the unpleasantness in the correcting process. Yielding 
to the constant grinding will bring back the luster of our 
first love with its bright hopes and happy visions of the 
future. It will sharpen any dwindling of enthusiasm and 
bring back that keener zest for a holier life. 

A happy time is coming, a wonderful time, when this 
earth shall be made over new. Those who have finished 
grinding down their old carnal natures into complete 
subjection shall be privileged to enjoy eternal rest from 
their labors. No longer will they struggle with self, for 
self will be ground bright to perfection. Songs shall re- 
sound from the hills to the valleys, from sea to sea, even 
to the ends of the earth. It will not be the song of the 
grindstone or the whetstone, but the happy song of the 
redeemed. The ransomed of the Lord shall be gathering 
home to Zion, singing and crowned with an unending 
joy. Joy and gladness will never forsake them, and sor- 
row and sighing will nevermore overtake them. 


Consecrate Me 


Consecrate me to Thy service— 
Heart and soul and mind. 

Let me seek alone Thy glory, 
To Thy will resigned. 

Give to me each day my duties, 
Whether great or small, 

Help me willingly to do them, 
Give me strength for all. 


Help me speak a word in season, 
Choose the time and way; 

Guide the thoughts that rise within me, 
Teach me what to say. 

I would be alone without Thee— 
Who or what am I? 

Only on Thy precious precepts 
Can my soul rely. 


Consecrate me every moment, 
To Thy blessed will. 
Let me, like the dews of Hermon, 
Fragrance sweet distill; 
Let in me Thy truth so precious, 
Like the mighty sea, 
Evermore be rolling onward, 
Flowing, Lord, from Thee. Pe 


VIRTUE AMID VICE 


E LIVE in a problematical age indeed, if, as Chris- 
tians, we attempt to live above the level of the 
world about us. 

To struggle to attain to purity, to conscientiously main- 
tain uprightness, to continually abstain from the moral 
laxity, the immoral tendencies and practices which dom- 
inate our schools, that flood the press and parade our 
streets, calls for the noblest of manhood and womanhood, 
yea, more—the highest Christian aspiration. 

The moral atmosphere of the most favored nation on 
earth reeks with the stench that is belched forth from 
the lewd pleasure palaces, the countless homes where 
double mates pollute the sanctity of marriage, from the 
platform of social satellites whose glittering luster re- 
flects the Babylonish fires that burn within their sodom- 
itical souls. 

In resistance to the trend, however, are a few souls 
here and there who long to breathe a purer air for them- 
selves and their children, that they may raise up a seed 
unto God. 

From such perplexed hearts comes the wailing cry: 
“How can we expect our children to grow up moral in 
a world of corrupt morals? Our city streets are no longer 
safe for our children, women, or MEN.” 

The comforting promise in the Scriptures is: “The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them” (Ps. 34:7). It is our respon- 
sibility as God-fearing men and women to live in obedi- 
ence to divine command if we would merit divine pro- 
tection and care. 

As to the rearing of children amid such deplorable 
conditions, the only hope is to persistently and consist- 
ently teach them the good and right way and to try to in- 
still in them principles of high living by precept and ex- 
ample in the home. Children are naturally creatures of 
imitation. Their attention must be consistently directed 
away from the base evils that lurk at almost every turn, 
and toward the narrow, holy way that leads ever upward. 
Constant emphasis on the reward of right living is nec- 
essary, with much and ready encouragement for their 
every right effort. 

Constant alertness is necessary to screen the reading 
matter which attracts your child. It is not enough to re- 
move the bad. The low, vile trash must be replaced with 
that which is interesting and uplifting. 

There is no resting period for the parent who would 
restrain his or her child’s footsteps from the evil paths. 
The radio, television, movies—all recognized sources of 
evil—are withheld or prohibited by those aspiring par- 
ents who would raise up Christians rather than rebels. 
“Where is the activity or entertainment to combat it?” 
you ask, perplexed. There is plenty, if effort is expended 
to create interesting pursuits. 

Lofty pleasure, like any other lofty pursuit, is the re- 
sult of thoughtful effort and planning. Interest and en- 
thusiasm are helpful team-mates. True it is that instruc- 
tion for such profitable pastime does not come packaged 
to be bought at every five and ten cent store, nor is it 
printed in the daily paper. First, because it is not pop- 
ular. Only that has mass production which appeals to the 
mass mind, which is fast speeding toward destruction. 
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In plant life, a term which youth understands, rare 
and perfect species are developed only with the greatest 
and most painstaking care, and always they are separated 
and placed in the most favorable conditions for growth. 
So, too, with these choice and precious spiritual plants 
that will be gathered by the heavenly Gardener. 

“Come away from them, separate yourselves,” is the 
call of the Master-gardener to all who would grow in 
His vineyard. 

Man has been beset with carnality since man was, nor 
is immorality peculiar to this age; and the methods suc- 
cessful in other ages are as useful in coping with it to- 
day. And—separation was the key word of divine in- 
struction. 

Immorality was the sin of Sodom, from which just 
Lot was told to “escape” (Gen. 19:17). 

When the land “was filled with sin,” like a trumpet 
was sounded, “flee out of Babylon” (Jer. 51:5, 6). 

Amid the vice and profligacy that was Rome rang the 
command, “Come out from among them; be ye separate” 
(II Cor. 6:17, 18). 

Over the ages comes the voice of the Revelator, as 
he foresaw the combined Sodom—Babylon—Rome that 
would prevail in these last days, “Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues.” 

This, then, is the instruction for us. First, come out 
ourselves in conversation and conduct, that with a firm, 
restraining hand we may, by the “nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4), lead the children of our 
care away from the world of corruption to be children 
of the King. 





THINK! 


HE word THINK has no peer. Whether in business, 
pursuing a profession, in industry, or religion, there 
is nothing so important as to think. 

To think or not to think. Therein lies the difference 
between success and failure; between carefulness and 
carelessness; between obedience and disobedience; be- 
tween gain and loss; between much of our joy and sor- 
row; between fruition and frustration; and, as to what 
one thinks, between a Christian and a pagan. 

In the professional world or in the field of business 
or industry, be it large or small, it is those who think 
and think hard that survive. Every division of these 
highly competitive areas demands the keenest of thinking. 

If in the material spheres survival depends upon think- 
ing, what of that vastly more important sphere where 
conduct is the result of the thought processes of the 
mind—religion? Here, the little five letter word,“think” 
assumes a much more significant role, for the penalty 
for carelessness is not figured in dollars and cents, limbs, 
or fingers; but the prize to be gained or lost is eternal 
life. Yet for every person who thinks about religion, ten 
thousand perform perfunctorily a routine weekly errand 
to a favorite church where the preacher is paid to attend 
salvation’s needs. Contrary to Scriptural injunction to 
“work out your own salvation,” it is easier to pay an- 
other to “think” about religion. 


Thinking is defined: “To exercise the mind with ideas; 
to meditate, to muse; to purpose, plan, or intend; to re- 
view or examine mentally.” If we meditate on God’s law 
through all our waking hours—whenever urgent matters 
do not require our strict attention—we shall really be 
thinking creatures, and will be using our brain capacity 
for the purpose God intended it should be used. This, in 
reality, is what lifts us above the animal level. Man is 
endued with the ability to think; but when he fails to 
use, or misuses, this ability, he is no better than the an- 
imals of the field or jungle. 

“To purpose, plan, or intend.” The Apostle Paul was 
not a stranger to progressive thinking, for upon his con- 
version he mapped a long-range plan of attack against 
his worst enemy, self, that was so successful he could, 
in the closing days of his life, exclaim, “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day, and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing.” Thinking in retro- 
spect upon our conduct is a necessary daily habit if we 
would make the necessary daily improvement. 

Meditation, musing upon God’s law, is a theme treated 
at great length by the Psalmist. Without doubt this good 
thinking kindled and fed the cleansing fires that burned 
out his dross and purified the gold in him, changing him 
from a sinner to a son of God. What meditation and mus- 
ing by day and in the night watches could do for David, 
it can do for you and me. 

Thinking fused to the hub of our habit wheel, can and 
will prevent fatal transgression of law as in the incident 
of the man who instinctively but nonetheless disobedi- 
ently put forth his hand to stay the ark of God; or, as in 
the case of the king (Saul) who failed to consider the 
completeness of God’s command to him to destroy the 
Amalekites, and disobeyed to his utter peril. 

Very deep and sober thinking and weighing of values 
bring conviction that the gain of a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory will infinitely more than 
offset any loss of earthly treasure or pleasure. Acting 
upon such thought, we shall avoid the calamity of the 
man of short-termed thinking who, engrossed with tem- 
poral success, thought to tear down his barns and build 
bigger. The far greater loss of an eternal tomorrow lay 
beyond the range of his thinking. 

Thinking up to the high standard of divinity will turn 
our sorrow into joy. The consciousness of the fleetness of 
earthly things and that tribulation worketh experience 
and experience hope, brightens the way; and hope of a 
future reward will gild any sorrow that can come to us 
here and now. Thinking will turn frustration to fruition 
when our highest hopes lie shattered, if we have medi- 
tated submissively in our secret hearts and can say spon- 
taneously, “Not my will, but Thine, be done.” 

It is high time all Christians were thinking. The Apos- 
tle Paul gives a rule that, if followed, is sure to speed 
the observer on his way to Eternity’s shores. It is, ““Final- 
ly, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things.” 
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Musings of the Editor 


HE little word “do” is composed of only two letters. Its articulation 
T is easy; ’most any child can spell it. How many times every day we 
tell what we will do and what we won’t do. Every hour and every 
moment humankind is leaving things undone which they promised to do. 
I often think how many times we have said it without stopping to think 
what we were saying. The little word “do” is among the smallest, yet the 
most powerful. It is the alpha and omega of the Christian life. How dull, 
dark and void of accomplishments if the word “do” had not been written 
into the life of those who have gone before. Self-deception starts at once 
a with the man who attempts to enter the sheepfold of God 
The Little by trying to climb around, over, or under the little word 
«ep» “do.” 
Word Do Our Master placed the little word “do” right along with 
the doctrine when He said, “If any man will do His will, he shall know of 
the doctrine” (John 7:17). In other words, if you accept My doctrine 
you will find the first word to confront you is the word “do.” It was the 
Apostle James who sounded the clarion note when he said, “But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (1: 22). 

One hundred million at some time during the ages promised God to 
place “do” upon their mottoes and engrave it on their banners as they 
went forth to meet the enemy; but out of the mighty host, 99,856,000 be- 
came “sayers,” thus leaving only 144,000 “doers.” By receiving the law of 
God it brings to us life or death. If we want happiness as we travel the 
narrow road to life, then we shall do well to remember the words of our 
great Example, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” 
(John 13:17). 

If you want the friendship of Jesus you will have to use the word “do” 
again. “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” (John 
15:14). If you really want a kinship and tie better than the flesh can give, 
the word “do” again confronts you. Many were anxious to extol the glory 
and virtues of the mother of Jesus, but how quickly He answered, “Rather, 
blessed are they that hear the word of God and do it” (Luke 11: 28). And 
again He said, “Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother” (Matt. 12:50). 
Here is the greatest and dearest relationship ever established on earth. 

Oh, that today we had the same longing cry as the Psalmist, “Teach me 
to do thy will; for thou art my God” (Ps. 143: 10). Again he said, “I de- 
light to do thy will, O my God, yea, thy law is within my heart” (40: 8). 
Our every act, word and deed must and will be governed by the word 
“do.” “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God” (I Cor. 10:31). The Golden Rule is completed with the 
word “do.” “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 

We have been using the word “do” to direct us for righteousness’ sake; 
but let us not forget that we can use it also to our destruction. We cannot 
follow the multitude to do evil. 

How sweet the promise of Ezekiel, If a man “do that which is lawful 
and right, he shall live’—have a life eternal (33:19). Do we fully realize 
that whatever we do now will govern what God will do then? “I have over- 
thrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were 
as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto 
me, saith the Lord. Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and be- 
cause I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel” (Amos 
4:11, 12). 

In that final Day when the pearly gates are swung open to let the good 
and faithful enter, every one who is accorded the privilege to pass through 
shall hear again sung in sweeter tones than ever before, “Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 


rime weer 
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Blest Day of Pentecost 


Pentecost, one of the great Jewish national 
festivals, was observed on the 50th day, or 
seven weeks, from the Paschal Feast, and there- 
fore in the Old Testament is called “the feast 
of weeks” (Lev. 23: 15—21). 

This old Jewish festival obtained a new sig- 
nificance for the Christian church by the prom- 
ised outpouring of the Holy Spirit on that day. 
Acts 2 reports the occasion. The Apostle recog- 
nized in the phenomenon the fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy of a “former rain.” At the same time 
they looked forward to a “latter rain” or greater 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2: 23). 

Two rains implies an interlude between with 
no rain—a dry season. The completion of the 
written Word by John on Patmos marked the 
suspension of Holy Spirit power and the begin- 
ning of that dry season (I Cor. 13: 8—10). Not 
until the Prophet Elijah’s return to herald the 
Second Advent of Christ and restore all things 
shall the “latter rain” of the Holy Spirit begin 
to fall (Matt. 17:11). 


They spoke in tongues they never learned, 
Those men in whom the Spirit burned 

On that great day of Pentecost, 

Though scoffers thought their cause was lost. 
They thought when Christ was crucified 

The movement He espoused had died; 

But surely this was not the truth, 

As witnessed by old age and youth. 


Although but humble fishermen 
With little education, when 

Filled with the Spirit they began 

To speak, declaring God’s great plan. 
They spoke so all could understand, 
The Mede, the Jew, the Parthian; 
Of all the multitude who heard, 
None failed to understand the Word. 


Among the many men who flocked 

To hear them, there were some who mocked 
And said, “These men are full of wine”; 
But some obeyed the Word divine, 
Renouncing all their former ways, 

And turned to God with songs of praise. 
Thus, in one day three thousand souls 
Were added to the Christian rolls. 


By many a miracle and sign 

Bold Peter proved the Word divine; 
He healed the lame, and bade him rise, 
And when he saw some men’s surprise 
He seized the opportunity 

To tell of Jesus’ ministry. 

He warned them then to cease from sin, 
And life anew in Christ begin. 


Oh, blessed day of Pentecost, 

When men were to the Spirit host; 

The symbol of a greater day 

When Christ shall o’er the earth hold sway. 
Now, in this long dry time between, 

The Holy Spirit is not seen; 

Faith, Hope, and Charity is all 

On which true Christians now can call. 


That Prophet great shall soon return 
For whom the waiting faithful yearn, 
Who, herald of the King of kings, 

Will then with pow’r “restore all things.” 
Then Christ will give the Spirit birth 
To all the worthy ones of earth; 

Then all who sleep in Him shall rise, 
And reign with Him in Paradise. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened” (Matthew 7: 7, 8). 


Ask and it shall be given. 

Ask—ask. 

And if you ask a stone 

Expect not bread: 

And if the stone glitter like a caught star, 
And shine in a velvet chest, 

And you have tossed your soul away 

To see it in that nest, 

Yet it is still a stone—not bread. 


It is one of life’s sternest truisms, many times quoted, 
that we can’t have everything, but only a choice of things. 
It is also true that, by and large, a man gets what he 
wants. In the things that really count, the choice is ours 
—all ours. Circumstances may bend our course but they 
need not block or divert it. And since we pass this way 
but once, the choice we make is a serious matter. 

Since we ask and receive, it is well to know in advance 
what we are asking for. Too often we have been like the 
disciples to whom Jesus said, “Ye know not what ye 
ask.” It is so very easy to deceive ourselves as to mo- 
tives and the facts of life. The natural mind is a tricky 
deceiver, as experience should long ago have taught us. 
When one foolishly gets himself into trouble, we hear it 
said, “He asked for it.” This is more than a figure of 
speech. No one consciously asks for trouble for himself, 
but he allows himself to be blinded by false values and in 
effect he gets what he asks for. Very few sane people 
honestly hate life, yet the Wise Man tells us that all who 
reject Divine wisdom, love death (Prov. 8:36). What- 
ever our words or our conscious feelings, our actions 
may be asking for the wages of sin, which are posted in 
advance and always paid in full. 

So it is our business to know. It is our business to 
think clearly in this vital matter. Ignorance and self- 
deception will not be legitimate excuses for a wrong 
choice in the Day of Judgment. We must first be informed 
of the conditions surrounding our “asking,” for these 
statements of our Lord, broad as they are, are hedged in 
by very definite stipulations. 

First, we must make up our mind what we want and 
how badly we want it. For eternal life will be forced 
upon no one, and it is not to be had without sacrifice. 
Implicit in our asking is the willingness to leave all and 
follow our Guide wherever He may lead; to sell all we 
possess that we may buy the “pear! of great price” (Matt. 
13:46; Prov. 23: 23). 

Second, we must ask according to God’s will (I John 
5:14). Anything else is a waste of time and breath. “He 
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer shall be abomination” (Prov. 28:9). Our 
Master in Gethsemane left us the perfect pattern of 
prayer: “Not my will, but Thine, be done.” 


Third, we must “ask in faith, nothing wavering” 
(James 1:6). To waver is to doubt the ability of God 
to fulfill His promise. We must also have faith in our 
own ability, with God’s help, to perform the required 
work. If we ask for less than the full reward, we have 
set our own limits and less is what we shall have. 

Fourth, the asking must be followed and accompanied 
by action—by seeking. 

Seek and you shall find. 

Seek—seek. 

And if you go to the crowded street 
Look not to find the hills. 

And if the shops sit gay along the way, 
And laughter fills the air, 

Still—you have lost the hills. 


Here again we have the choice, and it must be made, 
decisively and once for all. “A doubleminded man is un- 
stable in all his ways,” said the Apostle James(1: 8), and 
no good thing shall he receive from the Lord. A divided 
heart, a divided loyalty, a divided service, is as fatal to 
our present happiness as to our future hopes. Through 
the Prophet the Eternal counsels (Jer. 29:13), “Ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” 

How often we have tried to “get by” with less than 
this! We spread ourselves too thin. We are like the fa- 
mous character who “flung himself upon his horse and 
rode off madly in all directions.” By so doing we get 
nowhere and end up with nothing. 

In Rom. 2:7, 10, the Apostle tells us how to make our 
seeking effective, and states the reward of a successful 
search. “To them who by patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life ... glory, honor and peace to every man that doeth 
good.” And since there are two sides to almost every 
question, the fate of those who seek for the wrong thing 
is stated in the 8th and 9th verses of the same chapter. 

This quest for immortality, for all its exacting strict- 
ness, is not a barren or dreary pilgrimage, but a bright 
adventure if approached in the right spirit. Or, to put it 
plainly, if we really want what lies at the end. It not 
only leads to eternal life and glory, but the person of 
changed tastes finds this present life a hundredfold richer 
(Mark 10:30). R. L. Stevenson’s dictum, “To travel 
hopefully is better than to arrive,” is true for this world, 
for so often disillusionment lies at the end of the road. 
When you get what you want, you don’t want it or are 
too old to enjoy it. But it is not true of the spiritual pil- 
grimage. Arrival is the all-important thing, for it is not 
an end but a glorious beginning. Once the Judge pro- 
nounces the word, “Enter,” nothing else will matter. 


Knock and the door shall open. 
Knock—knock. 

Two doors are there, beware! 
Your tapping finger will unlock 
Your heaven or hell. 


—eternal life or eternal death. 

Two ways—two doors—always two of everything so 
long as the present order stands. To have our senses 
exercised (Heb. 5:14) to discern in every case the dif- 
ference, is life’s most important—and most rewarding— 
work. Our knocking is at the door of faith, which lies 
at this end of the narrow road to life. To enter this door 

(Continued on next page) 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THe MrGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Shall all people see Jesus when He returns? 


Yes. His coming will be as visible to the world as the 
lightning which shines from east to west (Matt. 24: 26, 
27). The verb most frequently employed to describe His 
return is appear. “When the chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear.” “The glorious appearing of ... our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” “When he shall appear, we shall be like him.” 
“At the appearing of Jesus Christ.” (I Pet. 5:4; Tit. 
2:13; I John 3:2; I Pet. 1:7). 

When nations are in a state of distress and perplexity, 
“then shall they see the Son of man coming” (Luke 
21: 27). 


When Jesus returns, will He have the same body that He 
had before His crucifixion? 


No. After His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension 
into heaven, He was glorified in the presence of the Fa- 
ther (John 17: 4, 5). In other words, He was rewarded 
with immortality. Phil. 3: 20, 21 indicates the body that 
He will have at His return: “We look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile [cor- 
ruptible] body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body.” 

When changed to the immortal state, men and women 
are not myths, phantoms, apparitions, but rather—real 
substance. As proof, Daniel’s heavenly visitant was able 
to converse with him, also touch him (Dan. 10:10, 11). 
Therefore he had a mouth and hands. He was “the man 
Gabriel” (ch. 9:21), as Jesus, too, will be a man. 


What is the meaning of John 10: 16? 


“Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” 

Here Jesus refers to a basic principle of the plan of 
salvation. Two classes shall enter into and compose the 
future Kingdom here on earth—rulers and subjects. As 
proof, we are informed that one group shall “reign” 
(Rev. 5:9, 10); another shall “serve” (ch. 7:15). The 
rulers are in training now during this 6,000 years. Their 
elevation to office at Christ’s return will give opportu- 
nity for the development of the subjects during the Mil- 
lennium. They—the subjects—are the “other sheep,” 
not of “this fold,” or dispensation. When, at Christ’s re- 
turn, the Gentiles shall come from the ends of the earth 
to confess that they have been taught error for truth, 
fables for facts (Jer. 16:19), then the Good Shepherd 
shall gather them into His fold, until at last “there shall 
be one fold, and one shepherd,” rulers and subjects united 
in universal brotherhood, governed by one King (Zech. 
14:9). 


In the shop where I work I have to put up with a lot of 
teasing because of my religious views. I am getting tired of 
it. What should I do? 


To a certain extent one must expect this in the world 
today, for the world is full of foolishness. They will not 
persecute as in olden days, but ridicule cannot be escaped. 
Did not Jesus say: “In the world ye shall have tribula- 
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tion”? If your circumstances are such that you need em- 
ployment and cannot go elsewhere, you must learn to 
bear your cross. What cannot be cured must be endured. 

You say you are getting tired of it. This seems to be- 
tray you. Could it be that you are not holding up the 
banner of truth as you should? Is the reason you are 
being teased because you are somewhat timid, and de- 
fend your principles apologetically? We fear this is a 
great part of your trouble. The thing to do is to strength- 
en your faith and convictions and when you speak of your 
religious beliefs, do so with firmness and sincerity. If 
you do this, the darts of the enemies will not annoy you; 
and, more than likely, they will let you alone when you 
are no longer stirred by their remarks. 
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is not as easy as one might think. Faith comes easier 
for some than for others; if we are so fortunate as to be 
of ready faith, let us not harshly judge our brother for 
whom it may be infinitely more difficult, but rather offer 
a helping hand and a strengthening word. 

At the farther end is the gate of the eternal City of 
God, the object of our search, the boon for which we ask. 
If our righteousness has gone before us, it will not be 
necessary to knock at that gate; it will swing outward 
at our approach and we shall be ushered into a bright 
new world, an ever-broadening vista of interests and 
pleasures unending. If, on the other hand, we have 
strayed into the broad way, we shall also find ourselves 
confronted by a door which shall open into the darkness 
of eternal oblivion. A poor choice to make, and we shall 
realize it then if not before! How very important then 
to be extremely careful of the choice which we make, 
daily and hourly, for better or for worse. 





OBITUARY 
ARTHUR A. BOATFIELD 


On Tuesday, May 15, funeral services for Arthur A. 
Boatfield of Le Roy, N. Y., were conducted by K. E. 
Flowerday, Assistant Pastor of Megiddo Mission Church, 
at Le Roy, N. Y. 

The deceased is survived by one son, Harral A. Boat- 
field of Le Roy, and one daughter, Mrs. Beth Gillette of 
South Byron, N. Y., five grandchildren and one great- 
grandchild. 

Brother Boatfield with his wife, until her death in 
1948, were interested readers of Megiddo literature of 
long standing, attending services at Megiddo Mission 
Church as occasion permitted. 

Our brother’s great consolation during his later life 
was his belief in a future existence, and his hope of 
sharing with all the worthy members of the human fam- 
ily a place in the bright new world that Christ will in- 
augurate upon His return to earth. 

His life proved true the words of the familiar hymn: 


“Tis religion that can give, 
Sweetest comfort while we live, 
’Tis religion that supplies 

Solid comfort when we die.” 
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Concerning Control 


Self-denial is an excellent guard of virtue, for it is safer and wiser to abate i 
somewhat of our lawful enjoyments than to gratify our desires to the utmost II 
of what is permitted, lest the bent of nature toward pleasure hurry us further. | 


In vain do they talk of happiness who never subdued an impulse in obedi- | 
ence to a principle. He who never sacrificed a present to a future good, or a 
personal to a general one, can speak of happiness only as the blind speak of = 
color. 


The first lesson in Christ’s school is self-denial. 
Most powerful is he who has himself in his own power. | 


The secret of all success is to know how to deny yourself. Prove that you 
can control yourself, and you are an educated man; and without this all other 
education is good for nothing. 


The more a man denies himself, the more he shall obtain from God. 


Self-denial is the result of a calm, deliberate, invincible attachment to the | 
highest good, flowing forth in the voluntary renunciation of everything in- 11| 
consistent with the glory of God or the good of our fellow men. Hy 


That which especially distinguishes a high order of man from a lower, and | 
which constitutes human goodness and nobleness, is self-forgetfulness, self- Hi 
sacrifice, and disregard of personal pleasure, personal indulgence, personal ad- | 
vantage, remote or present, because some other line of conduct is more right. 


The lower nature must always be denied when you are trying to rise to a 
higher sphere. 





The truest conquest is where the soul is bringing every thought into cap- 
tivity to the obedience of Christ. The monarch of his own mind is the only HII 
real potentate. i 

—Selected. | | 















































